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TO  THE 


KING- 

5’  I R, 

Permit  me,  in 
all  poffible  humility* 
to  approach  Your  royal 
prefence ; not  with  a 
panegyric  on  Y our  great 
adtions,  but  with  my 
fentiments  on  an  intereft- 
ing,  though  lefs  exalted, 
fubjedt. 

A 3 May 
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May  I be  allowed, 
Sir,  to  fay,  that  the  un- 
wearied care  taken  by 

y 

Your  Majesty  of  the 
gallant  fufferers  at  the 
fignal battle  of  Dettingen, 
is  often  confidered  by  me 
with  that  juft  admiration 
and  refpe£t,  which  fuch 
goodnefs  naturally  ex- 
cites. The  ftate  and 
condition  of  every  indi- 
vidual, afflicted  either 

with 
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with  ficknefs  or  wounds, 
incurred  m that  engage- 
ment, was  very  particu- 
larly enquired  into  Dy 
Your  Majesty  every 
morning  ; a condefcen- 
fion  which  had  fo  happy 
an  effect,  that  all  poffible 
eafe  and  convenience  were 
procured  to  the  diftrefled. 

Such  was  Your  Majefty  s 
concern  for  Y our  foldiei  s 
of  every  rank,  at  a time 
when  the  world  might 

A 4 have 


D E D I C A T I O N. 

have  naturally  expected 
to  fee  Your  follicitude 
confined  to  the  perfon 
of  Your  own  illuftrious 
offspring  ; who  was  then 
actually  labouring  under 
the  painful  effects  of  a 
courage  infeparable  from 
the  high  blood  from 
which  he  defcends.  I beg 
leave,  Sir,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  declare,  that  the 
truft  placed  in  me,  by 
Your  Majesty,  filled 

my 
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my  mind  with  a fatis- 

fafition  which  was  never 

✓ 

exceeded  by  any  thing 
but  the  joy  I afterwards 
felt  on  His  Royal  High- 
nefs’s  recovery. 

Induced  by  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  remark- 
able attention  and  tender- 
nefs  which  Your  Majefty 
thus  Ihowed  towards 
every  fuffering  perfon  in 
Y our  army,  I flatter  my- 

felf. 


v 
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felf,  that  a plain  and 
eafy  method  of  relieving 
incidents,  which  una- 
voidably attend  even 
victorious  arms,  will 
prove  no-  unacceptable 
offering  to  Y our  Majefty. 
Should  my  defign  in  pub- 
1 idling  the  following  trea- 
tife, and  my  duty  herein, 
humbly  exprefl'ed,  be  a- 
oreeable  to  Your  Ma- 
jefty,  1 (hall  obtain  the 
full  accomplilhment  of 

my 
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my  withes  5 it  being  the 
areateft  ambition  that 
can  enter  my  neart,  to 
be  allowed  the  honour, 
upon  this  occafion,  to 
fubfcribe  myfelf. 

May  it  pleafi  your  Majefy, 

Your  Majefly  s moji  dutiful , 

% 

and  mofi  faithful , 

Subject  and  Servant , 

John  Ranby. 
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GUN-SHOT  WOUNDS, 
HOUGH  it  might  feem  very 


reafonable  to  have  fuppofed, 
that  no  Surgeon,  who  was  well 
-verfed  in  his  profelTion,  could  have 
been  much  at  a lofs  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Gun-£hot  Wounds;  yetr 
either  from  the  want  of  due  atten- 
tion,  or  from  the  prejudice  of 
cuflom,  it  has  been  found,  that 
they  have  frequently  declined  exert- 
ing their  own  refpedtive  abilities  on 
5 thefe 
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thefe  occafions;  and  have  acquiefced 
too  implicitly  in  methods  of  prac- 
tice, which  neither  reafon  nor. expe- 
rience fufficiently  authorized. 

In  regard  to  the  following  pages, 
upon  this  very  intereffing  fubjeft, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  fub- 
ftance  of  them  was.  penned  in  a 
.camp,  and  communicated,  in  an 
cpiftolary  correipondence,  to  fome 
particular  friends  in  England,  while 
I had  the  honour  of  attending  his 
JVIajcfty  to  the  army  in  Germany. 
I had  then  no  thoughts  of  offering 
thefe  fentiments  to  the  public ; but 
.fome  very  worthy  gentlemen,  both 
in  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  frequently 
infinuating  the  ufe  they  might  be 

of 
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of  to  young  practitioners,  I could 
not  help  being  influenced  by  their 
fuggeftions,  which  muft  always 
command  from  me  the  greatefl  de- 
ference. I collected,  therefore,  my 
fcatter.ed  papers,  and  without  at- 
tempting any  critical  exaftnefs  of 
ftile,  or  obferving  any  flrict  . regula- 
rity of  method,  I endeavoured  to 
communicate  at  large  the  relult  of 
much  experience,  which  the  nature 
of  my  employment,  neceflarily  pre- 
sented to  me. 

v ' * 

. * • j 

I have  purpofely  avoided  entering 
into  any  hypothetical  reafonings  on 
the  fubject;  and  have  alfo  declined 
drawing  any  quotations  from  the 
Several  authors  who  have  wro^e 

upon 
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upon  it ; not  through  an  arrogant 
felf-fufficiency,  and  a prefumption, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  them  worthy 
to  be  cited  ; but  a method  of  that 
nature  would  carry  me  beyond  the 
bounds  I had  fixed  to  myfelf : At 
the  fame  time  it  could  be  of  no 
moment  in  regard  to  the  principal 
defign  of  this  treatife  ; which  was, 
to  recommend  plentiful  bleeding 
very  early  in  the  treatment  of  Gun- 
fhot  wounds ; to  advife,  likewife,  the 
application  of  light,  eafy,  drefiings 
to  them;  and,  particularly,  to  intro- 
duce the  fignal  ufe  of  the  Bark. 

In  regard  to  the  firft  accidents, 
caufed  by  a mulket  or  piftol-ball, 
the  moft  immediate  confiderations 


are, 
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are,  to  extra#  the  ball  or  any  other 
extraneous  body  which  may  have 
lodged  in  the  wounded  part ; and  to 
hop  the  hemorrhage,  if  there  is  an 
effufion  of  blood  from  the  rupture 
of  fome  confiderable  artery. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  extraction  of 
the  ball  5 it  is  frequently  necefiary 
to  enlarge  the  wound,  in  order  to 
anfwer  this  purpofe;  and  if  the  ball 
has  gone  quite  through,  both  orifices 
are  to  be  dilated  (provided  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  part  wounded  will  admit 
of  it’s  being  done  with  fafety);  and 
particular  care  is  to  be  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  both  openings,  efpecially  that 
which  is  the  moft  depending. 


B 


In 
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In  order  to  get  at  the  ball,  or  any 
other  foreign  matter,  I would  advife 
probing  to  be  ufed  as  fparingly  as 
poffible : having  conflantly  expe- 
rienced, through  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  attendance  in  thefe  cafes,. that 
fuch  a conduct  is  highly  detrimental 
to  the  patient.  And  this  mull;  evi- 
dently appear  to  any  one,  w'ho  will 
only  confider  the  nature  of  the 
fymptoms  attendant  on  penetrating 
wounds  of  the  bread:  or  belly,  eitheL 
from  a bullet  or  fharp  indrument . 
the  thruding  in  a probe  to  parts 
under  fuch  circumdances,  being  un- 
avoidably a frefh  dab  on  every  re- 
petition of  fuch  practice.  In  wounds 
of  the  joints,  likewife,  poking  into 
them  mud  be  equally  condemned ; 


Gun-Shot  Wounds. 

as  it  can  never  be  ufed  without  very 
mifchievous  and  pernicious  confe.- 
quences.  And,  indeed,  where  prob- 
ing is  neceffary,  I would  always  pre- 
fer the  finger,  as  the  belt  and  trued: 
probe,  where  it  is  practicable  to  do 
fo.  That  nature  is  contented  with 
a little,  is  an  axiom,  which  not  only 
refpeCts  the  retrenching  of  fuper^ 
Unities,  in  regard  of  the  common 
exigencies  of  life ; but  may  alfo  be 
extended  to  the  management,  which 
thefe  kinds  of  wounds,  generally 
fpeaking,  Hand  in  need  of. 

. If  a ball,  or  any  other  foreign 
body,  happens  to  be  lodged  near 
the  orifice,  or  can  be  perceived  by 
the  finger  to  lie  under  the  fidn, 
B 2 though 
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though  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
mouth  of  the  wound ; in  the  firft 
cafe  ’tis  requifite  immediately  to  re- 
move fuch  extraneous  matter  : and, 
on  the  other  occafion,  to  cut  upon  it 
and  take  it  out.  But,  when  it  is 
funk  deep,  and  lies  abfolutely  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  finger,  I could 
never  bring  myfelf  to  thruit  a pair 
of  long  forceps  the  Lord  knows 
where,  with  fcarce  any  probability 
of  fuccefs. 

To  put  this  matter  in  as  clear  a 
light  as  poffible,  we  will  fuppofe  a 
ball  to  be  lodged  in  any  part,  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  finger;  entirely  out 
of  the  way  of  being  marked  by  the 
external  touch.  Now  it  will  appear 

evident. 
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evident,  upon  the  lead:  reflection, 
that  thrufting,  firft,  a long  probe,  in 
quell  of  the  bullet;  and  then,  as  has 
been  praCtifed  likewife,  a longer  pair 
of  forceps,  either  with  or  without 
teeth,  into  a wound  of  that  kind, 
though  with  a fort  of  certainty  to 
extract  it,  mult  either  contufe,  or 
irritate  and  inflame,  the  parts  to  a 
great  degree  : and,  confequently,  do 
as  much  and  perchance  more  mif- 
chief,  than  the  ball  did  at  firft,  by 
forcing  it’s  pafiage  fuch  a length  of 
way.  And  fhould  they  at  the  fame 
time  lay  hold  of  any  nerve,  artery, 
or  even  common  membrane  of  a 
mufcle,  together  with  the  ball, 
(which  I think  mult  fcarce  ever  fail 
of  being  the  cafe)  what  fhocking 
B 3 con- 
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confequences  would  attend  fuch  a 
proceeding ! Nor  would  attempts 
of  this  fort  be  lefs  injurious,  in  cafe 
a bullet  fhould  happen  to  be  lodged 
in  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  or  bread : 
whereas  lead,  ’tis  well  known,  will 
lie  a long  time  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body,  without  any  material  hurt,  or 
even  inconveniency. 

A great  number  of  indances  have 
occurred  to  me,  where  balls  have 
been  quietly  lodged  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  body ; ’till  after  many  years, 
they  have  worked  themfelves  a paf- 
fage  towards  the  furface,  and  were 
very  cafily  extracted:  and  feveral  very 
lately,  where  balls  have  been  left 
behind : three  particularly,  wherein 

the 
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the  ordinary  Surgeons  were  con- 
cerned. One  of  the  wounded  was 
a foreigner  of  very  great  diftindlion ; 
another  a commanding  officer,  of 
Angular  honour  and  humanity,  in 
our  own  army.  The  firfl:  received 
a (hot  in  the  bread;  from  a muffiet ; 
the  other  was  wounded  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh  with  a piftol-ball. 
The  repeated  attempts  made  in 
fearching  for  the  bullets  gave  to  both 
great  pain ; and  brought  on,  in  tne 
former,  a fcries  of  very  untoward 
inflammatory  fymptoms.  But  that 
fort  of  treatment  being  at  length 
debited  from,  and  the  track  of  the 
ball,  which  went  under  the  pe&oral 
mufcle,  laid  open  about  three  inches, 
a foundation  was  begun  for  a cure, 
B 4 which 
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which  was  foon  after  effectually  com- 
pleted. Various  were  the  opinions 
of  the  foreign  Surgeons  concerning 
the  management  of  this  cafe.  Some 
pretended  to  an  infallible  cure  by 
injections : others  propofed  great  ad- 
vantage, by  applying  a certain  ma- 
chine, and  thereby  preffing  the  part. 
But  the  laft  determination  preferred 
the  knife  to  all  other  expedients. 
After  bleeding  twice  in  the  arm, 
the  wound  healed : and  the  ball 
remains  behind,  without  the  leaft 
difagreeable  fenfation,  or  any  in- 
convenience : as  the  bullet  did  like- 
wife  in  regard  of  the  other  gentle- 
man, v/hofe  fore  regularly  healed  ; 
though  not  without  bleeding,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  Bark, 


The 
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The  like  affair  happened  to  a 
Captain  of  Dragoons,  a perfon  of 
great  worth,  who  was  (hot  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  bread:  with  a 
mufket-bullet,  which  lodged  itffL 
under  the  fcapula.  The  unfuccefs- 
ful  effay,  in  poking  for  the  ball, 
produced  a fever.  But,  by  giving 
over  probing,  and  by  reftraining 
the  feverifh  fymptoms,  the  wound 
healed,  and  no  more  was  heard  of 
the  ball. 

In  cafe  the  wound  be  occafioned 
by  a mufket  or  piffol-fhot,  and  of 
courfe  but  fmall,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  dilate  it  without  delay,  provided 
the  nature  of  the  part  (as  was  before 

obierved) 
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obferved)  will  admit  of  this  with 
fafety;  for  in  wounds  near  a joint, 
or  in  very  membranous  or  tendinous 
parts,  the  knife,  as  well  as  forceps, 
ihould  be  put  under  fome  reftraint; 
nor  fhould  any  more  opening  be 
made,  than  what  is  abfolutely  re- 
quifite  for  the  free  difcharge  of  the 
matter  lodged  within.  Wounds  in 
the  joints  are  always  dangerous, 
from  whatever  caufe  they  proceed, 
whether  from  a bullet,  or  any  cut- 
ting inftrument : and  membranous 
or  tendinous  parts,  whatever  fenfe 
of  feeling  they  may  be  allowed,  are 
yet  known,  paft  difpute,  to  fuffer 
much  from  their  being  thus  expoled 
to  the  imprellions  of  the  air. 


I could 
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I could  produce  many  inftances 
of  balls  going  through  mufcular 
parts,  and  the  wounds  being  healed 
with  very  little  trouble.  And  I have 
known  wounds  of  the  fcull,  iiom 
a broad-fword,  (where  both  tables 
have  been  cut  through,  and  a con- 
fiderable  piece  loofened)  which  after 
being  fuffered  to  bleed  for  feveral 
hours,  did  well ; nor  were  attended, 
or  at  leaft  very  feldom,  with  any 
feverifh  complaint,  a circumftance 
which  I am  apt  to  attribute  to  the 
great  quantity  of  blood  loft  imme- 
diately after  the  parts  had  been 
injured. 


A Colonel 
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A Colonel  of  Dragoons  received 
a cut,  from  a broad-fword,  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  head,  upon  the  edge 
of  the  hairy  fcalp,  about  four  inches 
in  length.  This  wound  divided  both 
tables  of  the  fcull,  a piece  of  which, 
of  about  an  inch  broad,  and  very  near 
two  inches  long,  was  quite  loofened 
from  the  main  bone.  He  had  two 
or  three  more  cuts  on  the  head,  a 
wound  on  one  fide  of  the  belly,  made 
by  a mufket-bal],  that  went  aflant 
the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  through 
the  abdominal  mufcles,  and  carried 
in  a piece  of  his  fafh  along  with  it; 
and  feme  more  cuts  and  ffabs  in 
other  places  of  the  body.  This 
young  gentleman,  thus  early  dis- 
playing: 
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playing  undoubted  proofs  of  great 
intrepidity,  lay,  under  thefe  wounds, 
without  any  Chirurgical  help,  ’till 
the  next  day.  He  muft,  conhder- 
ing  the  nature  of  his  wounds,  and 
that  he  received  the  greateft  fhare  of 
them  in  the  heat  of  adtion,  indifpu- 
tably  have  loft  a confiderable  q uantity 
of  blood.  Neither  the  leaft  attack 
of  a fever,  nor  the  appearance  of 
any  bad  fymptom,  was,  from  firft 
to  laft,  any  interruption  to  the  care: 
in  the  courfe  of  which  feveral  ftiivers 
of  bones  were,  from  time  to  time, 
difcharged  from  the  wound  in  the 
head. 


A Lieutenant  of  Horfe,  poffefted 
of  many  engaging  qualities,  received 

a cut 
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a cut  in  the  head,  juft  as  his  horfe, 
which  was  {hot,  was  falling.  It  had 
taken  the  fkin,  part  of  the  temporal 
mulcle,  and  a portion  of  the  outer 
table  of  the  fcull,  as  big  as  a crown- 
piece,  quite  off.  He  had  beftdes 
two  very  large  wounds  on  the  back 
part  of  the  head,  which  laid  the 
bone  bare.  Thefe  he  received  as  he 
lay  upon  the  ground  : and  was  left 
on  the  held  of  battle  for  many  hours. 
Yet  he  recovered,  without  any  fuper- 
vening  accident,  in  as  ftiort  a time, 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  could  polhbly 
admit  of.  The  immediate  lofs  of  a 
great  quantity  of  blood,  when  the 
hurt  is  ftrft  received,  oftentimes  pre- 
vents, no  doubt,  the  fymptoms,  that 
would  otherwile  accrue,  and  paves 

the 
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the  way  for  thefe  favourable  lifues 
on  fuch  occafions  *. 

Whenever  the  wound  is  attended 
with  a great  effufion  of  blood,  from 
the  rupture  of  fome  coniiderable 
artery,  it  will  be  abfolutelyneceffary, 
with  all  imaginable  difpatch,  to  re- 
train the  bleeding  with  the  needle  j 
and,  at  the  fame  time,,  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  that  your  hold  be 
not  elufive.  From  the  rupture, 
I fay,  of  fome  coniiderable  artery  : 


* Though  the  two  preceding  cafes  do  not, 
ilriftly  fpeaking,  belong  to  this  fubject;  yet  I 
have  inferred  them,  out  of  a good  number  : in 
order  to  point  out  the  great  ufe  of  immediate 
bleeding  on  fuch  like  accidents. 


tor 
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for  the  bleedings  from  the  fmallet 
ones,  in  all  contufed  wounds,  are 
of  real  fervice,  by  unloading  the 
dogged  parts,  cutting  off  the  main 
fources  of  cuflomary  inflammations, 
and  by  that  means  either  totally 
preventing  a fever,  or  at  lead  ren- 
dering it  a fymptom  of  no  threat- 
ning  tendency;  an  event,  on  which, 
in  an  efpcciul  manner,  depends  the 
future  laudable  digeflion.  As  for 
ftyptic  applications,  there  is  no  trufl- 
ing  to  any  cf  them,  where  the  larger 
arteries  are  concerned.  Befldes,  all 
fuch  rather  retard,  than  promote, 
the  cure.  For,  by  obflrudling  the 
difeharge  of  the  fanies,  which  in  all 
large  wounds  precedes  digeflion, 
the  digeflion  is  of  courfe  fufpen- 

ded. 
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ded,  while  the  pent-up  fanies  be- 
comes a.  conftant  additional  fuel  to 
the  fever. 

Where  the  wounded  perfon  has 
not  fuffered  any  great  lofs  of  blood, 
it  will  be  advifeable  to  open  a vein 
immediately,  and  take  from  the  arm 
a good  large  quantity : and  to  repeat 
bleeding,  as  circumftances  may  re- 
quire, the  fecond,  and  even  the 
third,  day.  Repeated  bleedings  in 
the  beginning  draw  after  them  many 
advantages.  They  prevent  a good 
deal  of  pain  and  inflammation,  lelfen 
any  feverifh  affaults,  forward  the 
digeftion,  and  feldom  fail  to  obviate 
impofthumations,  and  a long  train  of 
complicated  fy  mptoms,  that  are  wont 
C other- 
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otherwife  to  interrupt  the  cure, 
miferably  harrafs  the  poor  patient, 
and  too  often  endanger  his  life. 
And  even  where  the  feveriih  fymp- 
toms  run  high,  and  there  is  almoft 
a certainty  that  matter  is  forming, 
bleeding,  in  that  ftate,  is  very  fre- 
quently of  great  advantage;  the 
matter  will  be  made  the  fooner  for 
it,  and  the  quantity  of  it  will  be  lefs. 
The  following  inftance,  as  well  as 
the  two  preceding  cafes,  I think,  in 
fome  meafure,  demonftrates  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  bleeding  freely  as  foon  as 

A young  gentleman,  a Cornet  of 
Dragoons, was  wounded  by  a mufket- 
bullet  juft  below  the  knee,  on  the 
’ infide. 
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id  fide.  The  ball  had  made  a great 
laceration  in  the  fkin,  and  laid  the 
membranes  bare  about  four  inches  in 
length.  I did  not  fee  him,  ’till  two 
days  after  the  injury.  He  was  then 
very  feverifh,  quite  parched  up  with 
third:,  and  had  a full  pulfe,  with 
great  pain,  fwelling,  and  inflamma- 
tion all  round  the  joint.  I ordered 
immediate  bleeding,  a cooling  regi- 
men* made  ufe  of  a fomentation, 
drefled  the  wound  with  digeftive 
warmed,  and  laid  the  bread  and  milk 
pultice  over  the  whole;  preferring 
an  emollient  clyfter,  and  an  opiate. 
The  next  day  his  pain  rather  in- 
creafed  : wherefore  he  was  let  blood 
a fecond,  and  after  that,  a third, 
time.  Six  days  were  now  elapfed 
; *.  C 2 when 
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when  a miliary  eruption  feizedhim, 
with  frequent  bleedings  at  the  nofe, 
and  a diarrhceay  which  lafted  about 
ten  days.  Mean  while,  matter  was 
formed  in  feveral  places  about  the 
knee ; which,  on  being  let  out, 
flowed  in  prodigious  quantities.  The 
fever  declining,  the  Bark  was  given 
him : but,  as  that,  though  joined 
with  an  opiate,  ran  through  him, 
it  was  judged  neceflary  to  lay  it 
aiide.  Notwithftanding  he  was  now 
very  weak  and  low,  it  was  thought, 
in  a confultation,  that  the  only 
chance,  which  remained  of  his  fur- 
viving,  was  the  cutting  off  his  leg. 
The  operation  was  accordingly  per- 
formed, but  without  fuccefs.— ^-Upon 
examining  the  knee,  there  appeared 

feveral 


Gun-Shot  Wounds.  25 
feveral  cells,  full  of  matter  commu- 
nicating with  the  joint;  which  had 
in  many  places  eroded  the  cartilages 
of  both  the  great  bones. 

For  the  firft  twelve  days  it  will 
be  proper  to  obferve  a cooling  regi- 
men, both  in  refpedt  of  the  medi- 
cines, that  may  be  prefcribed,  and 
the  diet  requifite  for  the  fupport  of 
nature.  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary, 
likewife,  that  the  body  be  conllantly 
keptopen.  Unlefs,  therefore, Nature 
does  this  office  of  herfelf,  a ftool 
ffiould  be  every  day  procured,  either 
by  emollient  clyfters,  or  fome  gentle 
laxative  taken  at  the  mouth  $ and 
whenever  there  is  much  pain  in  the 
wounded  parts,  immediate  recourfe 
C 3 muft 
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muft  be  had  to  the  fovereign,  and 
almoft  divine,  powers  of  opium. 

In  refpedito  external  applications, 
whatever  is  of  a hot,  fpirituous 
nature,  I find  remarkably  injurious 
on  thefe  occafions;  and  what  no 
wounded  part  can  in  any  degree 
bear.  Let  the  firft  dreihng  be 
with  digeftive,  or  lint  moiftened, 
with  a little  oil,  and  a very  light 
bandage  made,  if  it  can  be  readily 
got,  with  thin  flannel ; the  next  with 
a digeftive  warmed,  and  over  it  the 
bread  and  milk  pultice,  mixed  with 
a fufficient  quantity  of  oil  to  keep 
it  moift : and,  where  there  is  great 
tenfion,  and  the  wound  large,  a 
fomentation  ftiould  be  uf$d.  This 

courfe 
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courfe  is  to  be  continued,  till  the 
fore  is  clean,  ..and  then  it.  is  to  be 
healed  according  to  art. 

This  method-will  commonly  pro- 
mote a conftant,  eafy  perfpiration, 
abate  the  pain,  very  much  facilitate 
the  digeftion,  and  remove  all  appre- 
henfions  of  any  approaching  in- 
flammation. What  induces  me  to 
moiften  the  lint  with  oil,  is  the 
eafe  that  is  procured  to  a con tu  fed 
wound  from  fuch  an  application* 
in  comparifon  of  one  of  an  abfor- 
bent,  drying,  difpofition  : which, 
inftead  of  giving  free  liberty  to 
the  fanious  blood  to  difcharge  it- 
felf,  and,  confequently,  preventing 
an  inflammation,  by  unloading  the 

C 4 part. 
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part,  would  pofiibly  obftrud:  the 
mouths  of  the  capillary  veflels,  and 
hinder  nature  from  getting  rid  of 
that  incumbrance,  which  ’tis  ob^ 
fcrvable  /he  very  much  aflfe&s  to 
throw  off.  I muft  add  here,  that 
tents  are  never  to  be  made  ufe  of 
where  they  cari  be  po/Iibly  avoided. 

\ 

Should  an  inflammation  feize  any 
part,  through  the  lodgment  of  a 
bullet,  or  any  other  foreign  body* 
that  could  with  fafety  have  been 
more  immediately  extradled;  all  at- 
tempts of  diflodging  fuch  extraneous 
matter /hould  be  poftponed,  ’till  the 
fwelling  has  in  fome  meafure  fub- 
fided,  and  the  inflammatory  difpo- 
fition  of  the  fibres  is  nearly  vanilhed: 

ynlefs 
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unlefs  the  ball,  or  other  extraneous 
body,  lies  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  orifice;  and  there  is,  on  that 
account,  a certainty  of  removing  this 
incumbrance  without  any  material 
trouble  to  the  patient. 

If  a wound  be  of  fuch  a defperate 
nature,  as  to  require  amputation, 
(which  is  always  the  cafe,  when  it 
happens  in  any  principal  joint)  it 
would  certainly  be  of  confequence, 
could  the  operation  be  performed  on 
the  fpot,  even  in  the  field  of  battle  : 
lead;  by  deferring  it  an  inflamma- 
tion, which  one  may  very  reafonably 
expedt,  fhould  obftrudt  a work,  that 
ought  rarely  to  be  entered  upon  du-? 

ring  the  continuance  of  fo  calamitous 

a cir^ 
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a circumftance.  The  negleCtin^  this 
critical  juncture  of  taking  off  a limb, 
frequently  reduces  the  patient  to  fo 
low  a ftate,  and  fubjeCts  the  blood 
and  juices  to  fuch  an  alteration,  as 
muft  unavoidably  render  the  fub^ 
fequent  operation,  if  not  entirely 
u nfuccefsful,  at  leaft  exceedingly  du- 
bious. And  in  wounds,  even  where 
noamputation  is^equired/tis  equal- 
ly advifeable  not  to  defer  the  care 
neceflary  to  be  taken  of  them : left, 
by  the  parts  being  expofed  to  the 
air,  there  might  arife  a feries  pf  very 
■dangerous  fynipton^s. 

In  order  to  make  that  practi- 
cable, which  I here  advife,  I could 
with  to  be  indulged  in  offering  a 

fcheme. 
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fcheme,  which  might,  I think,  be 
put  in  execution  with  all  the  faci- 
lity imaginable.  It  is  this  : When 
the  army  is  forming  for  an  engage- 
ment, let  the  Surgeons,  with  their 
refpedive  mates,  of  the  three  or  four 
regiments,  that  are  ported  next  each 
other,  colled  themfelves  into  abody, 
(the  fame  method  being  obferved 
throughout  the  whole  line)  and  take 
their  ftation  in  the  rear,  according  to 
the  command  of  the  General.  Here 
let  the  wounded  be  put  under  their 
immediate  care  and  management. 
By  this  means  they  will  be  enabled 
mutually  to  artift  each  other,  and 
to  perform  their  duty  both  with 
paore  exadnefs,  and  difpatch. 


Now 
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Now  let  any  perfon  of  common 
humanity  reflect  on  the  confequences 
naturally  flowing  from  this  manner 
of  treating  the  wounded  on  the  fpot ; 
having  firfl  formed  an  idea  of  poor 
creatures  being  a&ually  conveying, 
though  with  all  conceivable  tender- 
nefs,  from  place  to  place,  under  the 
extreme  mifery  of  large,  lacerated 
wounds,  bleeding  arteries,  or  frac^ 
tured  limbs  ; and  this  abrupt,  pre- 
pofterous,  removal  attended  with 
the  mod  fatal  fymptoms,  of  which 
there  was  not,  perhaps,  at  firfl:,  the 
lead:  appearance,  or  apprehenfion.  I 
am  apt  to  think  fuch  a one  will  not 
hefitate  a moment  in  preferring  this 
my  fcheme  to  that  fcene  of  terrible 
5 diflrefs, 
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di  ft  refs,  which  I look  upon  as  one  of 
the  moft  moving  that  can  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  human  eye. 

Wounds  that  border  on  any  con- 
fiderable  artery,  are  very  apt  to  bleed 
afrefh  upon  motion,  or  the  return 
of  a free  circulation  of  the  blood  into 
the  part,  which  was  interrupted  at 
firft  by  the  violence  of  the  injury 
offered  it : and  this  is  almoft  always 
the  cafe,  when  the  flough  begins  to 
feparate.  For  which  reafon,  one 
fhould  never  attempt  to  remove  it 
by  force ; but  wait  with  patience, 
’till  there  be  a perfect  feparation  of 
this  flough  : nor  be  in  the  leaftwife 
fhocked  at  the  accident  of  arteries 
thus  opening  themfelves,  which  a 

very 
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very  moderate  experience  will  con- 
vince one  to  be  mod;  inevitable.  The 
patient  frequently  gives  warning  of 
what  is  coming  upon  him,  by  com- 
plaining of  great  weight  and  fulnefs 
in  the  limb,  which  are  ever  accom- 
panied with  more  or  lefs  pulfation  in 
it:  an  infallible  prognostic  of  the 
confequences.  Let  the  Wound  afflidt 
whatfoever  part,  if  thefe  complaints 
attend  it,  I inftantly  injoin  bleeding, 
and  the  Bark. 

I have  known  feveral  inftances  of 
perfons  lohng  their  lives  from  the 
ftarting  of  an  artery,  before  the 
Surgeon  coitld  reach  them  j particu- 
larly, where  an  amputation  has  pre- 
ceded. And  I dare  affirm,  the  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  blood  loft,  efpccially  in  the  cafe 
laft  mentioned,  has  not  amounted  to 
twelve  ounces:  I do  not  know  how 
to  account  for  this  otherwife,  than 
by  the  drain  which  had  been  made 
from  the  mafs  of  blood  both  before, 
and  during  the  operation,  whence 
a fudden  gufh  (though  but  a mode- 
rate one)  of  blood,  after  the  great 
quantity  already  loft,  gives  a check 
to  the  circulation,  and  caufes  imme- 
diate death.  This  reflection,  I think, 
ought  to  be  a lefton  of  inftruCtion  to 
every  practitioner,  to  be  particularly 
intent  on  the  faithfuldifchargeof  his 
duty  in  regard  to  tying  the  veflels. 

The  method  I have  prefcribed  to 
myfelf  in  penning  this  lfnall  treatife, 

leads 
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leads  me  in  this  place  to  fpeak  of 
the  Bark  : a medicine,  which  no 
human  eloquence  can  deck  with 
panegyric,  proportionable  to  it’s  vir^ 
tues.  Of  fuch  incomparable  benefit 
it  is  to  mankind  ! 

I have  for  a long  time  been  fuc* 
cefsful,  from  the  liberal  ufe  of  this 
noble  drug,  in  large  fores  of  every 
kind  : and  have  often  experienced, 
that,  in  thofe  painful  circumflances, 
it  would  procure  reft,  if  given  in 
large  dofes,  when  even  opium  had 
been  taken  without  any  manner  of 
effedt. 

Though  I am  aware,  that  a very 
ingenious  Surgeon  recommends  the 

Bark 
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Bark  * againft  haemorrhages  in  ex- 
ternal wounds  in  general;  yet  the 
prefcribing  it  in  Gun-Snot  Wounds, 
in  the  manner  I introduced  it,  m the 
campaign  of  forty-three,  is  apradtice, 
as  I conceive,  no  where  left  us  on 
record.  And  this  I did  with  extia- 
ordinary  fuccefs : of  which  I (hall 
givefome  few  of  the  many  examples, 
that  occurred  to  me  in  practice. 

In  all  large  wounds,  efpecially 
thofe  made  by  a cannon-ball,  there 
is  conftantly  a great  laceration  of  the 
parts  endued  with  an  exquifite  fen- 
iation.  Thefe  are  ever  attended  with 

D an 
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an  excruciating  pain,  and  a difcharge 
of  a glcety  matter ; which,  if  not 
retrained,  proves  often  of  the  word; 
confequence,  by  reducing  the  patient 
almott  to  a Skeleton  : there  being 
no  poflibility  of  receiving  a fupply 
of  nourishment  proportioned  to  the 
difcharge.  In  this  unhappy  Hate, 
the  Bark  (in  dofes  of  a drachm  each, 
and  repeated  every  three  hours ; or 
oftener,  if  the  Stomach  will  bear  it) 
with  furprizing  efficacy  repairs  the 
breach  made  in  the  constitution,  by 
this  terrible  havock.  In  whatever 
form  it  be  administered,  whether  in 
tindture,  extradt,  or  refin,  we  mud: 
ever  have  an  eye  to  the  proportion. 
For  the  preferibing  it  in  lefs  quantity 
is  one  reafon  why  our  expectations 

are 
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are  often  fruftrated,  and  the  medicine 
brought  unreafonably  into  difgrace: 
the  failure,  in  point  of  fuccefs,  being 
generally  owing  to  fome  irregula- 
rity in  the  giving  of  it,  either  by 
under-doing  it,  or  not  fufhciently 
peril  fling  in  it’s  ufe.  Nor  need  we 
be  under  apprehen lions  of  any  mif- 
chievous  effects  from  fo  liberal  a dif- 
penfation  of  it,  fhould  it  really  dis- 
appoint us  in  our  views.  For  I can 
facredly  aver,  that,  even  in  luch 
cafes,  I never,  in  my  whole  practice, 
met  with  a fmgle  inftance  of  it  s 
leaving  behind  it  the  leaf!  trace  of 
any  hurtful  quality.  Elixir  of  vitriol, 
taken  three  times  a day,  in  a glafs  of 
water,  I find  to  be  of  lingular  benefit; 
and  to  prove  a very  good  afliltant  to 

D 2 the 
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the  virtues  of  the  Bark.  And,  if  the 
body  be  coftive,  to  each  dofe  of  the 
Bark  I add  four  or  five  grains  of  rhu- 
barb, ’till  that  inconveniency  is  re- 
medied. Should  the  Bark  run  off 
by  more  than  four  or  five  fuccefilve 
ftools,  I take  care  to  check  this  effect 
of  it,  by  ordering  a few  drops  of 
laudanum , or  two  fpoonfuls  of  the 
diafeordium  mixture  along  with  it, 
every  time  it  is  given. 

Where  the  fore  difeharges  a con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  gleety  matter, 
is  flabby,  looks  pale  and  gloffy, 
(which  appearances  are  often  confe- 
quent  to  a lofs  of  fubftance)  the  Bark 
continually  relieves  the  pain,  that  is 
predominant  in  this  cafe,  and  quite 

changes 
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changes  the  complexion  of  the  wound. 
And,  though  the  patient  has  a dry 
tongue,  great  heat,  a quick,  low,, 
pulfe,  and  a head  hardly  clear;  yet* 
even  in  this  fituation,  I have  known, 
the  Bark  to  do  miracles.  Nor  (I  freely 
own,  when  the  neceffity  for  it  is 
evident  from  fymptoms)  have  I,  in 
adminiflering  it,,  the  lead  attention, 
to  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe.  And. 
in  wounds,,  where,  upon  every  drei- 
fmg,  there  has  been  an  ouzing  from, 
the  capillary  arteries,  like  water 
fqueezed  from  afponge,  fubjedting,, 
of  courfe,  the  patient  to  no  little 
hazard;  I have  frequently  remarked 
the  Bark,  by  thickening, the  matter, 
andleffening  it’s  quantity,  to  procure. 

the  mod  furprizing  good  effeds. 

D 3 How- 
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However,  I would  not  be  under- 
Hood  to  intinuate,  that  the  Dark  will 
Hop  the  bleeding  of  any  confiderable 
artery.  Neverthelefs,  though  this 
efficacious  property  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it,  the  vitiated  texture 
and  Hate  of  the  blocd  (which,  from 
too  great  a degree  of  fluidity,  forces 
thus  it’s  way  through  the  arterial 
paflages)  will  be  altered  more  effec- 
tually from  the  exhibition  of  it,  than 
from  any  thing  I know  in  the  whole 
Materia  Medica . From  whence, 

I think,  is  plainly  pointed  out  to  us 
the  bafis,  we  are  to  ereCt  our  future 
fuperftruCture  upon.  'I  he  Bark,  on 
thefe  occafions,  I conftantly  advife, 
together  with  opiates , more  or  lefs, 
» in 
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in  proportion  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fupervening  fymptoms. 

Nor  is  the  virtue  of  this  medicine 
lefs  confpicuous  in  thofe  extended 
fores,  which  are  very  frequently 
confequent  to  amputations.  If  it  be 
taken  from  the  fourth  day  after  an 
operation  of  that  kind,  in  the  manner 
above  directed,  lean  with  the  drifted 

truth  aver,  that  it  will  not  only 
greatly  forward  the  healing  the 
flump;  but,  likewife,  give  an  effec- 
tual check  to  thofe  profufe  fweats, 
which  are  apt  to  accompany  patients 

under  fuch  circumflances. 

\ 

I muff  not  clofe  thefe  hints  with- 
out taking  notice  of  it  s peculiar 
D 4 efficacy 
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efficacy  alfo  in  venereal  fores,  parti- 
cularly buboes.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  thefe  to  remain  obftinate 
fores,  though  the  malignity  or  ve- 
nomous taint  in  the  habit  has  been 
perfectly  extirpated,  by  a proper  mer- 
curial courfe.  Now,  in  this  fituation, 
and  where  the  fore  is  become  foul, 
and  it’s  lips  hard,  with  a gleety  dis- 
charge, of  fuch  an  acrimonious  na- 
ture, as  to  erode  the  neighbouring 
parts;  this  drug,  by  it’s  fpecific  pro- 
perty, will  fcarce  ever  mifs  promoting 
the  healing  of  the  ulcer.  Whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  the  purfuing  a mer- 
curial courfe,  anfwers  no  other  end, 
than  that  of  reducing  the  patient ; 
and  daily  rendering  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  rh^  malady  confiderably  worfe. 

So 
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So  that,  though  I do  not  affert  the 
Bark  is  an  adequate  remedy  for  a ve- 
nereal fore,  yet,  in  the  defperate  hate 
I have  mentioned,  it  will  become  a 
powerful  auxiliary;  and  give  the  fi- 
niftiing  broke  to  thofe  perverfe  re- 
mains of  the  diforder;  which,  with- 
out it’s  afliftance,  would  peril  ft  to  un- 
dermine the  conftitution,  and  not  end 

but  in  the  deftrudion  of  the  patient. 

In  order  to  exemplify  the  metnod 
laid  down  in  the  preceding  pages, 
relative  to  Gun-fhot  Wounds,  I ftiall 
begin  by  giving  a detail  of  a very 
extraordinary  cafe,  that  centered  in 
the  perlon  of  a young  prince,  no  lefs 
diftinguiftied  for  his  martial  pi  owefs, 
than  high  birth.  This  iliuftrious 

perfonage 
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perfonage  received  a wound  from  a 
grape-  fhot,  difcharged  from  a can- 
non, which  went  quite  through  the 
calf  of  his  leg.  It  entered  on  the 
outfide,  clofe  to  the  fibula j a little 
above  where  the gafrocnemius  mufcle 
begins  to  grow  tendinous.  Partor'this 
mufcle,  together  with  the  common 
membrane,  that  inverts  all  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  leg,  appeared  jagged  at 
the  mouth  of  the  wound:  which 
was  fo  exceedingly  wide,  that  I be- 
lieve it’s  orifice  might  have  very  well 
admitted  a large  hen-egg.  The  fhot 
made  it’s  exit  clofe  by  the  tibia : 
nor  were  the  dimenfions  of  this 
orifice  a jot  lcfs  conuderable,  than 
what  I have  been  reciting  of  the 
other.  It  had  drove  the  extremities 

of 


Gun-Shot  Wounds.  47 

of  fome  of  the  mufcles,  which  it  had 
tore  afunder  in  it’s  paflage,  quite  out 
of  the  wound  : which,  as  no  confi- 
derable  artery  was  burft,  bled  rather 
more,  than  what  is  ufual  tor  this 
fort  of  wounds  to  do  at  nrft  ; efpe- 
cially,  as  I had  not  omitted  the  ne- 
ceftary  precaution  of  taking  away 
from  the  arm,  in  the  held  of  a£hon, 
very  little  lefs  than  twenty  ounces  of 
blood.  I applied  a very  eafy,  light, 
drefiing  ; and  juft  fupplied  bandage 
enough  to  keep  it  on  the  part.  That 
night  was  not  pafied  witnout  much 
inquietude.  Next  morning  things 
were  fo  circumftanced,  that  there 
was  an  unavoidable  necefiity  lor  le- 
moving  him  to  fome  diftance  from 
.that  htuation.  Accordingly,  he  \vas 

conveyed 
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conveyed  in  a coach,  under  great  un- 
eafinefs  (though  through  no  fault 
of  the  vehicle)  about  fifteen  Englifh 
miles  to  quarters  : which,  though 
fufiiciently  remote  from  any  hoftile 
alarms,  were,  neverthelefs,  but  very 
indifferent  ones ; and,  in  no  degree 
fuitable  either  to  his  high  quality* 
or  the  circumflances  his  early  valour 
had  laid  him  under.  Some  few 
hours  after  the  fatigue  of  the  jour- 
ney, I repeated  the  bleeding,  and 
gave  directions  for  an  emollient  cLyf- 
ter:  ordering  at  the  fame  time,  foine 
Gafcoig?is  powder  to  be  taken  every 
four  hours,  with  a proportionable 
addition  of  nitre.  The  nature  of 
the  wound  confidered,  the  quiet  he 
enjoyed  that  night  far  exceeded 

my 
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my  expectations.  Notwithftanding 
which,  the  next  evening,  I bled 
him  for  the  third  time,  and  repeated 
the  clyfrer.  To  the  fores  I applied 
warm  digeftive,  and  wrapped  the 
whole  limb  in  a bread  and  milk 
pultice,  in  which  was  juft  oil  enough 
to  prevent  it’s  growing  dry.  A bloody 
ichor,  which  is  a conftant  fore-run- 
ner of  matter,  and,  in  the  beginning, 
carries  with  it  a good  prognoftic, 
made  now  a plentiful  difcharge.  The 
fwelling  was  not  very  great,  and  the 
inflammation  but  little.  Care  was 
taken  to  keep  the  body  open,  and 
the  courfe  of  the  cooling  powders 
continued  to  the  fifth  day.  He  had 
now  fome  complaints  of  a little  heat: 
but,  as  thofe  were  vey  tranfient, 

and 
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and  he  afterwards  tolerably  eafy,  they 
were  not  much  attended  to.  I think 
this  day,  the  King’s  Phyfician,  Dr. 
Werlhoff,  made  him  the  firft  vifit. 
It  was  judged  proper  to  go  on  with 
the  cooling  regimen  prefcribed, 
both  as  to  his  medicines,  and  diet. 
The  wound  now  began  to  make 
a good,  and  regular,  difcharge  of 
matter  : no  ways  exceeding  in 
quantity  what  is  expcdted  from 
fores  of  that  nature.  There  was 
no  abicefs,  no  lodgment  of  matter, 
nor  any  extraneous  body,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  to  ob- 
struct our  endeavours ; though  the 
fwelling  was  rather  fomewhat  in- 
creafed,  as  was  likewife  the  dif- 
charge, on  the  eighth  day.  To- 
10  wards 
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wards  noon  he  complained  of  being 
chilly  and  was  loon  after  attacked 
with  a fevere  fhivering,  which  con- 
tinued harraffing  him  for  the  fpace 
of  four  or  five  hours.  Then  fuc- 
ceeded  a heat,  which  did  not  in  the 
leaft  abate  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  night.  Towards  the  return 
of  morning  he  began  to  fall  into  a 
fweat,  that  foon  became  profufe. 
We  attended  very  early,  arid,  agreed 
to  give  him  better  than  a diachni 
of  the  Bark  in  a dofe  every  two 
hours.  But,  as  this  gave  him  feveral 
{tools  in  a fhort  time,  we  added  to 
every  dofe  three  drops  of  laudanum , 
’till  that  effedt  of  it  was  prevented. 
I muft  remark,  that  the  lweat  had 
been  on  him,  when  the  Bark  was 

hrfl 
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firft  prefcribed,  about  three  hours. 
When  the  fweat,  which  continued 
about  twelve  hours,  was  entirely 
off,  he  took  elixir  of  vitriol  twice 
or  thrice  a day.  From  this  period, 
there  was  an  abatement  both  of  the 
fwelling,  and  of  the  difcharge : nor 
had  we  the  leaft  return  of  any 
feverifh  appearances.  On  the  twelfth 
day  a Hough  came  away  in  one  inti  re 
piece,  without  either  force  or  pain, 
near  the  whole  length  of  the  ten  do 
Achillis.  The  Bark  we  thought 
proper  to  continue  for  fome  time. 
The  wound,  indeed,  healed  but 
flowly : which  I conceive  to  be  alto- 
gether owing  to  his  being  con- 
flantly  on  his  legs,  and  fcarce  ever 

without  his  boots  on.  7 here  is  no 

great 
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c-reat  matter  of  ftiffnefs  now  re- 

fa 

maining  in  the  limb  : not  even  fo 
much  as  one  would  naturally  fuppofe 
muft  be  neceflarily  confequent  to  a 
wound  among  a clutter  of  mufcles ; 
where  the  fibres,  that  ought  to  be 
loofe  and  free,  are  too  much  con- 
fined and  reftrained  by  the  unavoid- 
able adhefion  of  the  parts  that  were 
wounded. 

I have  been  a little  more  circum- 
ttantial  in  my  relation  of  this  cafe, 
than,  perhaps,  was  abfolutely  re- 
quifite.  But,  as  the  behaviour  of 
my  royal  patient  on  that  day  was 
carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
heroifm  all  the  world,  animated 
with  any  degree  of  virtue,  or  honour, 

E were 
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were  attentive  to  the  event,  and 
became  deeply  interefled  in  his  re- 
covery : an  event,  which  I efteem 
the  happieft  of  my  life.  And  the 
more  fo,  as  a confidence,  even  to  an 
excefs,  was  repofed  on  the  little 
abilities  I am  mailer  of:  which,  in- 
deed, were  employed  with  unwearied 
diligence,  not  only  through  a motive 
of  duty,  but  of  inclination,  arifing 
from  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
his  great,  and  engaging,  qualities. — 
I muft  obferve,  that  the  fuccefs  I met 
with  in  the  foregoing  cafe  was,  no 
•doubt,  to  be  attributed  to  the  plenti- 
ful bleeding  in  the  beginning,  and 
the  free  ufe  of  the  Bark.  And  here 
I muff  add,  what  was  accidentally 
omitted,  to  be  remarked  among#  the 

other 
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«ther  dired  ons  foradminiftering  the 
Bark,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  medi- 
cine  will  be  generally  much  fecured 
by  bleeding  and  gentle  purging  be- 
fore the  ufe  of  it.  It  is  obfervable, 
likewife,  that  when  the  two  or 
three  firft  dofes  of  the  Bark  oc- 
cafion  three  or  four  ftools,  this  eva- 
cuation is  of  advantage  to  the  patient, 
and  makes  the  fuccefs  of  this  pow- 
erful medicine  more  certain ; but 
where  the  ftools  are  more  nume- 
rous, it  will  be  neceffary,  by  the 
means  before  directed,  to  .reftrain 
them.  But,  to  proceed, 

A General  Officer  in  our  own 
army  (whofe  fingular  good  pro- 
perties in  domeftic  life  are  not  lefs 
E 2 con- 
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Confpicuous,  than  his  great  talents 
in  military  affairs)  received  a fhot 
from  a mufket,  that  went  obliquely 
quite  through  the  os  calcis.  The 
orifice,  where  the  ball  entered,  had 
been  dilated  before  I faw  him, 
which  was  not  hill  the  third  day 
from  the  accident.  I obferved  the 
part,  which  is  very  membranous, 
to  be  terribly  lacerated,  the  lacera- 
ted membranes  to  hang  out  at  both 
orifices,  and  the  bone  itfelf  fhivered. 
'file  whole  foot,  on  which  he  flood 
tor  two  entire  hours  after  the  fhot 
had  pierced  it,  was  much  fwollen, 
though  without  any  great  degree  of 
inflammation,  or  pain.  1 took  from 
the  wound  feveral  fmall  pieces  of 
bone,  applied  warm  digeflive,  and 
" ' . . . laid 
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laid  the  bread  and  milk  pultice  over 
the  whole ; did  not  omit  bleeding, 
and  injoined  the  cooling  regimen  : 
which  method  was  purfued  for  two 
or  three  days ; when  the  difcharge, 
inflammation,  and  pain  increafed, 
with  a quick  pulfe,  and  a general 
uneafinefs.  Thefe  appearances  de- 
termined me  to  repeat  the  bleeding, 
and  to  administer  the  Bark : the 
benefits  from  which  were  foon  very 
evident,  by  an  abatement  of  the  heat, 
and  a leffening  of  the  difcharge. 
A very  inconfiderable  portion  of  mat- 
ter now  ouzed  from  the  more  de- 
pending orifice.  It  almoSt  all  came 
out  of  the  upper  mouth  of  the 
wound.  There  was  nothing  I fo 
much  wifhed  the  accomplishment 
E 3 of. 
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of,  as  to  have  thefe  two  orifices 
laid  into  one.  Hut  as  the  ball,  the 
whole  length  of  it’s  pafiage,  had 
formed  a bony  arch,  of  no  fmall 
thicknefs,  and  the  texture  of  the 
part  befides  was  very  membranous ; 
1 defifted  from  the  attempt  for  the 
prefent:  contenting  myfelf  with  the 
hopes,  that  the  matter  would  very 
foon  find  it’s  way  to  the  lower  ori- 
fice. Things  thus  circumftanced, 
I put  a findon  through  the  wound, 
of  a very  fine  piece  of  Holland  cloth, 
rooiftened  in  digeftive,  which  with 
great  eafe  I changed  every  drefiing  t 
and  perfifted  in  this  method  for  feven 
or  eight  days,  ’till  the  matter,  not 
much  in  quantity,  was  determined 
to  the  opening  below.  When  this 

was 
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was  effefted,  I laid  the  findon  afide. 
The  cure  henceforward  was  no  ways 
retarded  by  any  manner  of  lodgment; 
which,  indeed,  before  was  very  in* 
eonfiderable.  Numberlefs  fmall 
Olivers  of  bone  were  conftantly 
brought  out  with  the  findon ; which, 
at  the  fame  time,  put  the  matter  on 
making  it’s  exit  along  with  it  at 
the  inferior  orifice.  Not  long  after, 

I difcontinued  the  application  of  the 
pultice,  and  defifted  from  the  ufe  of 
the  Bark : but,  pain  increafing,  I 
found  myfelf  under  a neceffity  of 
recurring  to  both  again ; and  I did 
fo  the  next  dreffing,  which  was  that 
fame  evening.  For  I never  failed, 
particularly  as  it  was  very  hot  and 
fultry,  to  drefs  wounds  of  this  fort 
E 4 twice 
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twice  a day.  Upon  our  decampment 
from  this  place,  my  attendance  on 
this  Gentleman  was  of  courfe  inter- 
rupted for  four  or  five  days  : after 
which  time  he  followed  the  army 
by  water.  The  fatigue,  he  under- 
went by  this  removal,  brought  on 
a flight  inflammation,  augmented  the 
pain,  and  increafed  the  difeharge  of 
matter.  I then  determined  with  my- 
felf,  asfoon  as  thefefymptoms  fhould 
ceafe,  and  the  prefent  ruffle  be  a 
little  over,  to  lay  both  orifices  into 
one.  This,  accordingly,  I did,  ftill 
continuing  the  ufe  both  of  the  Bark, 
and  pultice.  Every  thing  appeared 
now  with  a good  afped:.  But,  as 
the  feafon  of  the  year  began  to  ad- 
vance, and  there  was  no  pofiibility 

of 
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of  his  accompanying  the  army  witn 
any  tolerable  conveniency,  or  with- 
out prejudicing  his  health,  I adviied 
him  to  repair  to  England:  which 
counfel,  though  not  without;  fome 
reluctance,  he  fhortly  after  put  in 
execution.  He  went  on  in  the  courie 
of  the  Bark  for  fome  months  after 
his  arrival  at  London : nor  did  he 
ever  return  to  the  ufe  of  it,  when 
it  had  been  at  any  time  intermitted, 
without  finding  himfelf  relieved  by 
it’s  fingular  virtues. 

The  next  inftance  I fhall  bring, 
of  the  great  efficacy  of  the  Bark, 
will  be  that  of  a Major  of  Horle, 
whofe  foot  was  fhot  off  by  a cannon- 
ball, except  juft  where  it  hung, 

fufpended 
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“ o 

fufpended  only  by  a piece  of  fkin. 
The  fir  ft  Surgeon  he  met  with  cut 
that  fkin  afunder,  and  applied  his 
drefiings : but,  upon  motion,  and 
the  return  of  a free  circulation,  the 
limb  bled  a-frefh.  The  Surgeon  of 
the  Troop,  in  attending  him,  pro- 
pofed  taking  off  the  remaining  part 
of  the  leg ; which  advice  was  im- 
mediately complied  with.  But,  I do' 
not  know  by  what  means,  a large 
portion  of  the  mufcles,  robbed  of 
the  fkin,  was  left  naked  ; which,  on 
the  leaf!  motion  imaginable,  or  acci- 
dental touch,  even  of  the  foftefl  fub- 
llance,  caufed  a mofl  exquifite  pain. 
And,  if  I remember  right,  the  great 
artery  was  the  only  velfel,  that  was 
regularly  tied.  Round  the  raw 
5 . flump 


Gun-Shot  Woun-ds.  63 
flump  was  rolled  a fillet  more  than 
ordinarily  tight.  Such  was  the  me- 
thod of  dreffing  made  ufe  of  on  that 
occafion.  This  brave,  though  un- 
fortunate, officer,  lay  the  reft  of  the 
day,  and  all  the  fubfequent  night,, 
in  a waggon,  which  had  fcarce  any 
covering,  miferably  expofed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  rain,  that  poured 
from  the  Heavens  in  continual  floods . 
The  next  day,  after  dinner,  he  ap- 
plied for  my  afliftance.  On  my  at- 
tending him,  he  complained  of  great 
pain  iir  the  flump,  and  a pulfation. 
in  it,  that  was  utterly  intolerable. 

I immediately  fet  about  opening  it, 
removed  that  circular  band,  which, 
from  it’s  tightnefs,  had  rendered 
thofe  naked  mufcles  very  full  and 

turgid. 
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turgid,  and  brought  on  a confiderable 
dwelling  above  the  knee.  Upon  re- 
moving this  band,  the  blood  ruffled 
fiom  feveral  arteries,  and  parti- 
cularly from  one  that  was  very  im- 
portant. When,  after  a great  deal 
of  anguilfl  to  the  patient,  and  no 
. mall  trouble  and  perplexity  to  my- 
lelf,  I had  fortunately  tied  the  veffels, 
I applied  a very  light  and  foft  dref- 
ling;  and  over  all  a flannel  cap,  (which 
I would  ever  recommend)  with  no 
more  rolling,  than  what  juft  aftifted 
in  keeping  cn  the  drefling.  I di- 
ce! ed  beiides,  a courle  of  tejiaceous 
powders  with  fome  nitre , and  ordered 
lome  drops  of  laudanum  to  be  taken 
occaftonally,  as  the  neceflity  might 
ofter  itfelf  of  procuring  fleep.  In 

fpite 
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fpite  of  all  my  endeavours  he  got 
no  reft  that  night,  nor  the  fucceeding 
day  and  night.  His  pulfe  was  very 
quick  and  low,  his  tongue  dry,  and 
he  was  fomewhat  inclined  to  a deliri- 
um : the  ft ump  difcovering  a great 
tendency  to  bleed.  This  was  his  fix- 
ation, when  I gave  him  the  Bark, 
having  firft  bled  him  about  ten 
ounces.  Every  dole,  almoft  of  this, 
as  his  body  was  apt  to  be  coftive, 
I accompanied  with  a few  grains  of 
rhubarb.  He  alfo  took  thrice  a day 
twenty  drops  of  elixir  of  ’vitriol  in 
a glafs  of  water.  This  regulation 
he  was  under  both  before,  and  fome 
months  after,  his  return  to  England . 
He  is  pofteffed,  at  prefent,  of  a tole- 
rably good  ftiare  of  health : but, 

through 
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through  the  fhortnefs  and  tenderness 
of  the  flump.,  and  it’s  being  very 
much  fubje&ed  to  crack,  he  but 
Seldom,  as  yet,  can  enjoy  the  ufe 
of  his  wooden  leg.  I can  venture 
to  affirm,  that  he  took  at  leaft  five 
pounds  of  the  Bark.  The  omiffions 
hinted  at  in  the  above  relation, 
might  probably  be  owing  to  the  al- 
mofl  continual  alarms  from  Hujfars , 
during  the  operation. 

I cannot  but  mention  here,  what 
I have  often  remarked  to  be  the  cafe 
in  amputated  limbs,  efpecially  in  the 
leg  and  thigh:  where  the  habit  of 
'body  has  been  previoufly  bad,  or  elfe 
made  So,  by  deferring  the  operation, 
and  very  commonly  in  fcorbutick 

conftitutions. 
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sjconftitutions.  The  fore,  for  the 
••firft  eight  or  ten  days  after  taking 
off  the  limb,  fnall  promife  all  ima- 
ginable fuccefs  : from  which  time 
it  frequently  begins  to  gleet  pro- 
digioufly,  looks  pale,  gloffy,  and 
flabby;  and,  this  gleeting,  if  not 
checked,  in  a little  while  runs  the 
patient  out  of  the  world.  In  exi- 
gencies of  this  kind  the  Bark  hardly 
ever  fails  to  procure  relief ; and  works 
an  apparent  change  in  a very  fhort 
fpace  of  time : fometimes  in  twelve 
hours.  This  I can  atteft  for  abfolute 
truth,  in  the  cafe  of  a very  worthy 
gentleman,  about  fifty  miles  from 
London , who  broke  his  leg  by  a fall 
from  his  horfe.  I took  it  off  the 
fecond  day  from. the  accident,  and, 

after 
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after  the  firft  dreffing,  refigned  him 
to  the  care  of  his  neighbouring 
Surgeons:  not  in  the  lead:  afterwards 
fuipedting,  but  that  every  thing  was 
fucceeding  agreeable  to  our  wi flies. 
But  the  feene  was  quite  reverfed. 
For,  about  flxteen  days  after,  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  the  management  of  him, 
intimating,  that  a fmall  artery,  near 
the  fkin,  bled  very  freely,  on  their 
removing  the  dreflings.  In  anfwer, 
I advifed  a vein  to  be  opened  in  the 
arm,  and  the  Bark  to  be  taken  in- 
Hantly.  But,  as  thefymptom  of  the 
arterial  opening  ccaled,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  without  any  fign  of  a fe- 
ver, my  advice  of  trying  the  Bark 
was  poftponed.  The  ieven  and 

twentieth 
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twentieth  day,  another  Surgeon,  emi- 
nent in  the  profeffion,  and  mylelf 
were  hurried  out  of  town  to  his 
affiftance.  On  our  arrival,  we  found 
him  very  much  emaciated,  a great 
gleet  inceffantly  ouzing  from  the 
dump : which,  on  the  removal  of 
the  dreffings,  bled  from  every  pore, 
like  water  preffed  from  a fpunge. 
We  immediately  gave  him  the  Bark, 
and  repeated  it  every  two  hours. 
The  next  morning  the  difeharge  was 
confiderably  leffened,  nor  was  there 
the  lead  appearance  of  bleeding. 
If  he  accidentally  at  any  time  neg- 
lected taking  it,  only  for  a day, 
or  even  leffened  the  dofes,  the  wound 
plainly  pointed  out  the  omiiTion  by 
the  change  of  it’s  complexion.  He 
F perdded 
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perfided  in  the  method  of  taking 
the  Bark  every  two  or  three  hours, 
till  lie  came  to  town : when  it  was 
thought  proper  to  give  him  a larger 
refpite.  He  now  enjoys  a perfed. 
date  of  health,  and  has  done  fo, 
ever  fince  the  dump  was  healed. 
But,  before  this  w.as  accomplilhed, 
he  took  near  nine  pounds  of  the 
Bark. 

In  the  cafe,  I fhall  next  recount, 
the  reader  will  very  readrly  perceive 
the  inconveniencies  and  obdrudions 
of  cure,  that  fucceeded  a drong 
antipathy  to  the  Bark. 

A gentleman  defervedly  efteemed, 
being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and 

dghting 
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fighting  his  way,  fingly,  through 
feveral  fquadrons  of  French  Horfe, 
was  (hot  in  the  back  with  a piftol, 
the  ball  entered  by  the  lower  edge 
of  the  fcapula , (a  final!  portion  of 
which  it  broke  off)  and  came  out 
juft  below  the  ftiort  ribs  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide.  I have  often  wondered, 
how  the  bullet  could  pafs  over  the 
'vertebra?  of  the  back  without  hurting 
them:  which,  in  the  fubjedt  before 
us,  it  indifputably  did.  Bleeding  and 
the  cooling  regimen  were  prefcribed 
him  : and  the  wound  was  properly 
dilated.  Every  thing  was  now  in 
.fo  good  away,  that  he  walked  abroad 
feveral  times  : though,  I muft  con- 
fefs,  not  altogether  with  my  confent. 
One  of  the  orifices  healed  in  a fhort 
F 2 
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time : and  fo  the  other  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  do,  had  the  doling  of  it 
been  judged  confident  with  the  pa- 
tient’s fafety.  But,  fome  very  in- 
different fymptoms  arifing,  it  was 
advifeable  by  all  means  to  keep  it 
open.  For  on  the  twelfth  day  he 
grew  very  feverifh,  and  fpit  a little 
blood : which  determined  me  to 
bleed  him  freely,  and  to  continue 
the  cooling  courfe  of  medicines  ; to 
which  I wrould  willingly  have  joined 
the  Bark : but  he  abfolutely  refufed 
to  liden  to  that  propofal.  The  next 
day,  I found  him  not  at  all  better ; 
fo  repeated  the  bleeding.  That  even- 
ing, notwithdanding,  he  di-feharged 
a great  quantity  of  blood,  both  from 
his  domach  and  lungs ; whereupon 

I opened 
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I -opened  a vein  for  the  thud  time. 
He  hill  continued  to  turn  a deaf  ear 
to  all  I could  fay  in  recommendation 
of  the  Bark.  However,  at  length, 
he  was  induced  to  take  fome  extract 
of  it ; which  immediately  wrought 

.an  apparent  amendment  in  him.  But 

his  averfion  to  this  drug  was  of  fuch 
an  obflinate  nature,  that  he  foon  de- 
fined from  the  ufe  of  it,  even  in 
this  form.  The  veifels  peril  if  ing  to 
open,  and  the  blood  frequently  to 
mill  out,  I was  forced  to  recur  fo 
often  to  the  expedient  of  the  lancet, 
that  I really  grew  weary  of  keeping 
an  account  of  my  operations  on  thofe 
emergent  occaiions.  Thefe  evacua- 
tions neceifarily  reduced  him  to  a 
-very  low  ebb  : and  yet  his  antipathy 
F 3 to 
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to  the  Bark  remained  in  him  as  in- 
veterate as  ever.  It  was  from  the 
confederation  of  thele  incidents,  that 
I was  refolved  to  keep  the  wound 
open  ; which  was  not  efreded  with- 
out fome  difficulty.  In  tins  uncer- 
tain ftate  I was  obliged  to  leave  him : 
but,  as  the  bleeding  often  returned, 
there  was  as  often  a neceffity  of 
taking  away  blood.  About  a month 
after  he  came  to  me  at  Mentz,  in 
fiich  a debilitated  condition,  that 
I could  fcarce  ever  hope  to  fee  him 
more.  From  thence  he  immediately 
let  forward  for  England-,  where,  on 
his  arrival,  he  put  himfelf  under  the 
careof  a Phyfician  and  Surgeon, (both 
eminently  diftinguiffied  in  their  re- 
fpedive  profeffions)  who  were  al- 
together 
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together  at  a lofs  how  to  account  for 
the  extraordinary  circumftances  of 
his  cafe.  However,  the  fymptoms 
frequently  returning,  the  lancet  was 
as  often  made  ufe  of.  At  length  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  Baik, 
-with opiates’,  which  abated  the  bleed- 
ing, though  they  did  not  entirely 
prevent  it.  As  his  Phyiician  had 
obferved,  that  the  veftels,  for  the 
moft  part,  made  a freer  diicharge 
after  bleeding  in  the  arm,  he  was 
determined  to  open  a vein  in  the  foot. 
Upon  repeating  this  operation,  and 
accompanying  the  Bark  with  the 
royaljlyptic , thofe  fymptoms  in  a very 
little  time  entirely  left  him.  It  is 
very  juft  I ftiould,  on  this  occafion, 
communicate  to  the  reader  a remark, 
F 4 which 
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which  the  fame  Phyfician,  in  his  ex- 
tenfive  practice,  has  frequently  made 
in  refpe£t  of  haemorrhages  ilTuine 
either  from  the  nol'e  or  lungs : viz. 
that  bleeding  in  the  loot  has  proved 
of  great  efficacy  towards  flopping 
thofe  difeharges,  when  taking  blood 
from  the  arm  has  not  afforded  any 
manner  of  check  to  them.  But  to 
return.  From  that  time  ..the  patient 
began  to  get  the  .better  of  his  dis- 
orders; and  at  prefent,  though  far 
from  being  re-.eftablifhed  in  his 
former  health  and  ffrength,  yet,  he 
enjoys  a greater  portion  of  both,  than 
I once  could  imagine  would  have 
ever  come  to  his  fhare.  Thefe gentle- 
men attempted,  as  I had  done,  to 
keep  the  wound  running;  but  that, 

they 
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they  perceived,  was  attended  with 
no  little  difficulty ; and,  therefore, 
they  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  driving 
tx>  accomplish,  that  expedient,  and  left 
the  fore  thenceforward  at  full  liberty 
to  heal. 


It  hasuwer  Seemed  very  myfterious 
to  me,  from  what  caufe  this  feries 
of  Surprizing  fymptoms  could . fpring. 
Had  there  been  hut  one  orifice., 
it  would  then  have  been  evident, 
that  they  would  have  been  owing 
to  the  ball’s  remaining  in  the  body. 
Indeed,  as  piftols  are  generally  charg- 
ed with  a brace  of  balls,  ’tis  poffible 
they  might  have  both  entered  at  the 
fame  orifice  ; one  finding  it’s  way 
out  again,  the  other  lodging  in  the 

cavity 
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cavity  of  the  breaft;  though  this, 
I think,  is  highly  improbable. 


The  reader  will  draw  what  con- 
clufions  he  pleafes  from  the  follow- 
ing cafe  with  refpedt  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Bark.  An  Aujirian  officer,  who 
had  his  hand  miferably  fhattered  by 
a cannon-ball,  was,  by  fome  acci- 
dent, left  in  a wood  near  the  field 
of  battle,  defiitute  of  any  manner 
of  help,  from  fhurjday  (the  day  of 
action)  ’till  the  Sunday  following; 
when  he  was  brought  to  Hanau . 
The  next  morning,  I was  carried  to 
fee  him,  and  to  affifl:  in  taking  off 
his  arm.  On  viewing  it,  I found  it 
mortified  almoft  to  the  elbow,  with 
a great  fwelling  and  inflammation 
5 quite 
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quite  up  to  the  fhoulder..  As  it  was 
bv  no  means  advifeable  to  attempt  an- 
amputation  in  fuch  circumftances, 
I propofed  giving,  him  the  Bark ; 
which,  being  no  ways  obje&ed  to,, 
he  entered  upon  immediately.  The 
next  day  he  was  rather  better : but, 
on  the  third,  was  evidently  fo.  The 
inflammation  was  lefs,  the  fwelling 
began  to  fubfide,  and  the  edges  of 
the  mortification  were  feparating.. 
This  fuccefs,  from  the  Bark,  was 
matter  of  great  furprize  to  the  Sur- 
geons who  attended  him  : the  practice 
of  adminiftering  it  on  thefe  occaflons 
being  altogether  new  to  them,  and 
unprecedented.  As  to  the  Phyflcian, 
he  was  not  unapprized  of  it’s  ufe 
in  mortifications . The  arm  was  fo- 
mented 
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men  ted  and  wrapped  up  in  the  oat- 
meal and  dale-beer  pultice  with  the- 
riaca:  and  the  dreadful  fymptoms, 
that  iorbad  the  operation,  were  now 
l'o  much  abated,  that  his  Surgeons 
did  not  at  all  hefitate  to  take  it  off. 
But  this  was  done  to  very  little  pur- 
pofe  ; for  three  or  four  days  after 
the  amputation  (his  jaw  being  fixed 
by  a convullive  attack,  and  his  coun- 
tenance greatly  didorted)  he  ex- 
pired. 

I have  feen  two  more  indances 
of  perfons  being  feized  with  this 
fort  of  convulfion,  who  both  died. 
And  (what  adds  to  the  melancholy 
oircumdances)  though  they  laboured 
under  an  impotency  of  fpeech,  yet 

their 
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their  fenfes  were  no  ways  unpaired. 
I believe  this  convulfive  fympt-om 
not  to  be  uncommon  in  Gun-Shot 
Wounds ; nor  indeed  in  any  other, 
where  there  is  a confiderable  lace- 
ration of  parts  thick,  interwoven 
with  membranes. 

l 

y * 

Now,  though  I have  the  hrgheit 
ideas  imaginable  of  the  virtues  of  the 
Bark  on  occafions,  fimilar  to  thofe 
I have  been  defcribing ; yet,  I con- 
ceive it  but  equitable  to  give  like- 
wife  an  inftance  or  two  where  it  was 
not  attended  with  its  accuftomed 
fuccefs.  The  preceding  cafe  may, 
perhaps,  be  thought  to  leave  the 
matter  doubtful  as  to  any  benefit  re- 
ceived by  it : and  from  what  I fhall 

next 
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next  relate,  it  will  be  very  certain, 
that  the  taking  of  it  produced  no 
advantage  whatever.  A proper  judg- 
ment, in  thefe  matters,  is  ever  to  be 
formed  by  comparing  events and 
weighing,  with  the  greatelb  exadt- 
nefs,  the  good  effedts  againll  thole 
that  have  been  of  a contrary  nature. 
By  this  means  we  fhall  be  enabled, 
like  judicious  pilots,  to  fhape  our 
courfe  aright;  nor  touch  upon  a fand 
a fecond  time,  that  had  once  en- 
dangered the  velfel.  Whatever  fa- 
vourable conceptions  the  reader  may 
•entertain  of  the  Bark,  from  the  fore- 
going relations,  they  muft  refult 
:from  the  artlefs  recital  of  real  mat- 
ter of  fadt,  and  experienc  e . 


A General 
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A General  of  the  Hanoverian 
forces,  an  officer  of  eftablifhed  merit, 
of  about  feventy  years  of  age,  bad 
bis  ancle,  with  the  neighbouring 
parts,  all  terribly  /battered  by  a can- 
non-bullet, and  lay  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  bis  own  Surgeon.  My 
affiiiance  wras  applied  for,  the  third 
evening  after  the  accident.  On 
examining  the  wound,  I fudged  it 
a cafe  that  plainly  required  an  im- 
mediate amputation.  Accordingly, 
at  the  folicitations  of  the  gentleman, 
who  attended  him,  I inflantly  cut  off 
■ the  leg.  That  night  he  reded  tole- 
rably well  : and,  on  the  next  dreffing, 
-every  thing  feemed  to  carry  fo  good 
a face,  that  I began  now,  not  with- 
standing 
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Handing  his  advanced  acre,  and  the 
circumdances  of  the  operation’s  not 
being  performed  fooner,  to  indulge 
feme  hopes  of  a favourable  iffue  in 
the  affair.  The  King’s  Phyfician, 
likewife,paid  him  regular  vilits.  My 
rule  was  to  fee  him  every  third  or 
fourth  drelfing.  But,  as  he  was  about 
the  iixteenth  day  attacked  by  a diar- 
rhoea, (which  is  no  obdruCtion  to 
the  giving  of  the  Bark,  provided 
each  dofe  be  accompanied  with  three 
or  four  drops  of  laudanum')  I was 
requeued  to  give  my  attendance  at 
that  morning’s  dreffing.  I mud 
own,  the  unexpected  alteration,.  I 
found  wrought  in  him,  perfectly 
furprized  me.  The  dump  look’d 
pale,  and  the  fiefli  was  beginning  to 

quit 
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quit  the  ends  of  the  bone : which 
fymptom,  even  in  youth,  affords  but 
a very  indifferent  prognoftic,  and, 
in  old  age,  I believe,  feldom  fails  to 
prove  fatal.  However,  we  dreffed 
the  fore  with  pledgets  of  digeftive, 
being  firft  dipped  in  oil  of  turpentine 
warm,  and  agreed  to  his  taking  the 
Bark.  From  this  time  he  grew 
worfe  and  worfe,  'till  he  breathed 
his  laft.  I fhall  not  interrupt  the 
reader  in  making  what  reflections 
he  pleafes  on  this  exact  narrative. 
But  I mu  ft  not  omit  todojuftice 
to  the  doctor,  by  declaring,  that  the 
Bark  could  not  ftand  in  any  one’s 
opinion  in  higher  efteem,  than  in 
his. 

The 
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The  reader  will  eafily  recoiled,, 
that  wherever,  in  the  foregoing  re- 
lations, I have  made  mention  of 
dreffings,  they  were  from  the  firfl 
of  a foft,  eafy,  fupple  nature,  fuch 
as  lint  moiftenedwith  oil,  or  pledgets 
of  digeftive;  and  the  bandage  light : 
hot,  dry,  and  fpirituous  applications 
being  what  I never  found  to  anfwer 
the  expected  fuccefs,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  productive  frequently  of 
great  inconveniences.  And,  I con- 
fefs,  the  hopes  I had  of  familiarizing 
thefe  to  the  young  practitioner,  was 
one  main  motive  for  my  thus  launch- 
ing at  once  into  the  publick,  intirely 
unconcerned  for  the  plainnefs  of  the 
drefs,  in  which  my  thoughts  appear. 

As 
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As  to  the  Bark,  the  inftances 
I have  brought  in  fupport  of  it’s 
efficacy  plainly  demonftrate,  I think, 
it’s  fpecific  properties r on  the  inva- 
lion  of  thofe  fymptoms  which  I have 
fo  frequently  made  mention  or  in  the 
courfe  of  this  treatife.  And  I flatter 
myfelf,  that,  for  the  future,  this 
powerful  production  of  Peru  will  in 
luch  cafes  be  held  in  proper  efteem 
by  every  perfon,  di  veiled  of  partiality 
and  prejudices,  into  whofe  hands 
this  well-intended  fketch  of  mine 
may  happen  to  fall.  In  a word, 
I folemnly  proteft  (what  I promifed 
in  my  introductory  part  of  this  fmall 
eflay)  that  I have  given  an  hiltorical 
account  of  no  Chirurgic.il  procefs, 
G 2 but 
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but  what  is,  in  every  refped;,  and 
circumftance,  according  to  the  beft 
of  my  remembrance,  exactly  con- 
formable to  truth. 
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'The  following  particulars  having  been 
formerly  put  together  by  order  of 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,^  dire  X ions  to  the 
Regimental-  Surgeons,  they  are  added 
in  this  place  on  account  of  the  con- 
nexion they  have  with  the  fubjeX 
that  has  preceded. 

IT  cannot  be  denied,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  ta  eftabli/h 
an  hofpital  in  every  country  where 
an  army  is  lituated;  but  every  gentle- 
man who  has  made  a campaign  muft 
have  obferved,  that  thofe  foldiers 
who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
G 3 hofpital 
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hofpital  have  remained  there,  ufelefs. 
to  the  army,  during  the  greateft  part 
if  not  the  whole  feafon ; and  are 
commonly  called  Malingerers. — For 
this  reafon  none  ought  to  be  lent 
thither  for  flight  complaints ; but 
l'uch  only  whole  cafes  are  dangerous, 
or  where  the  conveniences  of  an 
hofpital  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Neither  can  any  one  that  has 
attended  an  army,  be  ignorant  what 
difficulties  are  thrown  in  the  way 
of  the  perfon,  who  is  appointed  to 
fix  and  have  the  direction  of  an 
hofpital. — Amongfl:  others,  is  the 
want  of  room ; an  inconvenience 
which  obliges  him  to  crowd  the 
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place  with  twice  the  number  it  ought 
to  contain.  And,  whenever  numbers 
of  fick  are  put  into  fuch  confined 
places,  the  want  of  a free  circulation 
of  frelh  air,  together  with  the  careleff- 
nefs  of  the  patients  themfelves,  fel- 
dom  fail  of  changingcommon  fevers, 
and  flight  fevers  attendant  upon 
wounds,  into  thofe  of  a malignant 
nature;  which,  when  once  begun, 
fpread  through  the  whole  hofpital, 
few  efcaping  the  contagion.  So  that, 
by  this  miferable  confinement,  abun- 
dance of  valuable  lives  are  loft, 
which  might  otherwife  be  faved,  if 
proper  and  mature  precautions  were 
taken  to  prevent  their  being  expofed 
to  fuch  extreme  dangers.  Therefore, 
whenever  the  confining  perfons  to 
G 4 -an 


92  APPENDIX. 

an  hofpital  can  be  avoided,  it  fhould; 
as  it  often  may  be,  immediately  after 
a battle,  by  the  care  of  the  Regi- 
mental-Surgeons. 

This  rule  may  be  particularly 
proper  in  regard  to  the  management 
of  venereal  cafes  j for  as  the  cam- 
paigns are  generally  inacie  in  the 
fummer,  when  the  pores  are  open 
and  the  perfpiration  free,  recent  cafes 
may  be,  and  no  doubt  often  are, 
cured,  and  the  foldier  kept  either 
in  the  camp  or  quarters.  Mercury 
ufed  in  fmall  quantities  internally, 
or  moderate  mercurial  frictions  made 
cn  the  legs,  in  proportion  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  will  both 
forward,  and  often  compleat,  the 

cure  i 
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cure;  obferving,  if  the  mouth  fhould 
be  afte&ed,  to  let  the  patient  take 
fome  gentle  purge,  and  delift  from 
the  mercurial  courfe  ’till  that  effedt 
of  the  Mercury  is  gone  off. 

I would  likewife  advife,  that  the 
patient  fhould  drink  daily  a quart  or 
three  pints  of  a ftrong  deco&ion  of 
farfaparilla;  viz.  four  ounces  of  farfa 
to  make  a quart  of  the  decoction, 
which  will  greatly  forward  the  cure, 
and  agrees  very  well  with  a mercurial 
courfe.  This  method  purfued,  fel- 
dom  fails  of  curing  all  the  lefler  tribe 
of  venereal  complaints,  as  buboes, 
flight  fhankers,  phimofes,  paraphi- 
mofes;  and  certainly  does  not  fhake 
the  conftitution  as  a falivation  too 

often 
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often  does.  It  will  prevent,  likewife, 
thofe  of  the  worfe  kind  from  getting 
fuch  root  in  thehabit,  as  mi  g*ht  endan- 
ger  the  recovery  of  the  patien  t ; fo  that, 
during  the  campaign,  no  hazard,  or 
any  ill  conl'equence,  is  to  be  feared 
from  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  patient 
may  often  do  his  duty:  but  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  temperance  mud:  been- 
joined  as  apart  of  military  difcipline. 

As  t6  foldiers  affiidted  with  rup- 
tures, many  of  whom  are  dilcharged 
on  that  account,  which  is  undoubted- 
ly a hurt  to  the  fervice. — To  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  I would  recom- 
mend to  your  R H , 

that  every  foldier  afflidted  with  that 
complaint,  and  whofe  rupture  is 

capable 
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capable  of  being  reduced,  may  be 
fupplied  with  a well-fitted  trufs;  after 
which,  that  fol die r will  be  able  to  do 
his  duty,  or  to  go  through  any  other 
labour  with  as  much  eale  to  himielf 
as  if  he  had  not  that  complaint. 
The  expence  of  a trufs  is  under 
twenty  (hillings. 

The  paragraph  relating  to  ruptures 
was  particularly  recommended  by 
H.  R.  H.  as  feveral  of  the  foldiers 
had  undergone  a very  fevere,  and 
painful  experiment,  under  the  cure 
of  one  Ramfay,  a Rupture-Monger 
at  that  time,  whofe  pretences  were 
as  much  encouraged,  and  his  cures 
as  (Irongly  vouched,  as  thofe  of  a 
.Rupture-Monger  of  a later  date, 
7 and 
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and  with  the  like  fuccefs;  for  after 
having  an  hofpital  formed  for  him, 
on  purpofe  for  the  reception  of  rup- 
tured patients,  which  was  done  in 
the  laft  war,  in  Flanders,  at  the 
dehre  of  a very  principal  officer  in 
the  army;  and  after  a variety  of  ex- 
periments had  been  tried,  the  general 
want  of  fuccefs,  and  the  dangerous 
feverities  which  the  patient  fuffered, 
made  it  neceffary  to  difcharge  this- 
Pretender  from  his  new  employment. 
After  this  was  done,  the  trufs  was 
again  recurred  to,  which  is  ftill,  and 
ever  muft  be,  the  only  remedy  that 
can  be  honeftly  and  judicioufly  ufed 
for  a rupture. 
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Printed  for  T.  Lowndes. 

,In  Twelve  Volumes,  Thirty-fix  Shillings  bound* 
containing  Sixty  of  the  belt  PLAYS  which  fup- 
port  the  Englifh  Stage;  with  Seventy-two  or- 
namental Engravings,  many  of  them  done  at 
twenty  Guineas  a Plate,  and  the  whole  at  the 
Expence ofThreeThoufand  and  Seventy  Pounds. 

LOWNDES’sNEWENGLISH  theatre. 

Printed  as  written  by  the  Authors,  on  a fine 
Paper  ; the  Paffages  omitted  at  the  Theatre  marked 
with  inverted  Commas,  and  thofe  added  by  the 
Managers  pointed  out  by  Italics.  The  Plates  to 
each  Play  are  elegant,  and  (hew  not  only  the  Ac- 
tors drawn  from  Life,  but  the  Scenes  to  each  Play; 
and  Vignettes  to  each  Volume,  drawn  by  Madam 
Angelica  Kauffman,  IVjeffrs.  Welt,  Mortimer,  Ed- 
wards, and  Dodd  ; with  the  Engravings  by  Bar- 
tolozzi,  Hall,  Sherwin,  Taylor,  Byrne,  Walker, 
Collier,  and  others,  the  molt  eminent  Matters. 
S^Any  of  the  Plays  may  be  had  tingle  for  6d. 
Proof  Impreffions  on  French  Paper,  may  be 
had  with  the  Large  Paper  Sets. 

Plays  which  compofe  the  NEW  THEATRE, 
j..  Bufy  Body ; Mr.  Woodward  in  Marplot ; 
Vignette  by  Hall. 

2.  Bold  Stroke  for  a Wife  ; Mr.  Shuter  in  Oba- 
diah  Prim. 

3:  Confcious  Lovers ; Mrs.  Abingdon  as  Phillis. 

4.  Mifer;  Mr.  Yates  as  theMifer 

5.  Sufpicious  Hulband ; Mrs  Baddeley  as  Mrs. 
Striftland. 

6.  The  Orphan  ; Mifs  Young  as  Monimia. 

, 7.  Fair  Penitent ; Mr.  Aikin  as  Horatio. 

8.  Phaedra  and  Hippolitus;  Mr.  Lewis  as  Hip- 
.politus. 


9.  TancretJ 


9*  Tancred  and  Sigifmunda;  Mr.  Garrick  as 
Tancred. 

jo.  Revenge;  Mr.  Reddilh  as  Alonzo;  Vignette 
by  Taylor. 

1 1.  Spanifh  Fryar  ; Mr.  Dunftall  as  Fryar. 
lz.  Rule  a Wife;  Mr.  King  as  Perez. 

13.  Old  Batchelor;  Mr.  Foote  as  FcndJewife. 

14.  Recruiting  Officer  ; Mr.  Smith  as  Plume. 

15.  Provok’d  Wife;  Mr.  Garrick  as  Sir  Johti 

Brute;  Vignette  by  Barralet  and  Collier. 

16.  Merope;  Mils  Young  as  Merope. 

17.  Mourning  Bride;  Mr.  Garrick  as  Ofmyn. 

18.  Jane  Shore  ; Mrs.  Yates  as  Jane  Shore. 

19.  Rival  Queens;  Mrs.  Melmoth  as  Roxana. 

20.  Gamelter;  Mr.  Reddilh  as  Beverlev ; Vignette 

by  Lowe  and  Hall. 

21.  The  Way  of  the  World  ; Mrs.  Pitt  as  Lady 

Wilhfor’t. 

22.  Every  Man  in  his  Humour;  Mr.  Woodward 

as  Captain  Bobadil. 

23.  Committee;  Mr.  Woodward  as  Teague,  and 

Mr.  Parfons  as  Obadiah. 

24.  Beaux  Stratagem;  Mrs.  LclGngham  as  Mrs. 

Sullen. 

25.  Love  for  Love;  Mr.  Wilfon  as  Ben,  and  Mrs. 

Mattocks  as  Mifs  Prue  ; Vignette  by  Ed- 
wards  and  Byrne. 

26.  Oroonoko;  Mr.  Savigny  as  Oroonoko. 

27.  George  Barnwell ; Mr.  Brereton  as  Barnwell. 

28.  Tamerlane;  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mifs  Hopkins 

as  Bajazet  and  Selima. 

29.  Venice  Preferved  ; Mr.  Benfley  as  Pierre. 

30.  Diftrelt  Mother;  Mrs.  Hartley  as  Andro- 

mache, by  Sberwin;  Vignette  by  Signora 
Angelica  Kauffman  and  Signior  Bartolozzi. 

31.  Provok’d  Hulband  ; Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr. 

Dunltall 


Dunftall  as  Sir  Francis  Wronghead  and 
John  Moody. 

Love  makes  a Man  ; Mr.  Dodd  as  Clodio. 
Drummer;  Mr.  Parfons  and  Mifs  Pope  as 
Vellum  and  Abigail. 

Carelefs  Hufband;  Mrs.  Abingdon  as  Lady 
Betty  Mo'dilh.  , 

Funeral ; Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Quick  as  Lord 
Brompton  and  Mr.  Sable  ; Vignette  by 
Weft  and  Byrne. 

Earl  of  ElTex  ; Mrs.  Melmoth  as  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth. . ... 

Barbarofla ; Mr.  Benfley  and  Mifs  Macklin 

as  Barbarofla  and  Irene. 

Mahomet;  Mr.  Benfley  as  Mahomet. 

All  for  Love  ; Mrs.  Yates  as  Cleopatra. 

Jane  Gray  ; Mrs.  Hartley  as  Jane  Grey,  by 
Sherwin  ; Vignette  by  Edwards  and  Hall. 
Amphytrion;  Mr.  Woodward  as  Sona. 

Double  Dealer  ; Mr.  Palmer  and  Mrs.  Gar- 
diner as  Carelefs  and  Lady  Pliant. 

, Inconftant ; Mr.  Wilfon  as  Old  Mirabel. 
Double  Gallant;  Mrs.  Abingdon  as  Lady 
Sadlife. 

, Conftant  Couple;  Mrs.  Barry  as  Sir  Harry 
Wildair ; Vignette  by  Signora  Angelica 
Kauffman  and  Mr.  Collier. 

46.  Siege  of  Damafcus  ; Mr.  Smith  as  Phocyas. 

47.  Theodofius;  Mr.  Wroughton  as  Theodolius. 

48.  Cato;  Mrs.  Hartley  as  Marcia. 

49.  Douglas  ; Mr.  Lewis  as  Douglas. 

50.  Zara ; Mifs  Young  and  Mr.  Garrick  as  Lara 

and  Lufignan ; Vignette  by  Weft  and 
Byrne. 

51.  City  Wives’  Confederacy;  Mifs  Pope  as 

Corinna. 
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52'. Country  Wife;  Mifs  P.  Hopkins  as  Mils 

Peggy. 

53.  Minor;  Mr.  Foote  as  Mrs.  Cole. 

54.  Wonder  ; Mr.  Garrick  as  Don  Felix. 

55.  Chances  ; Mr.  Garrick  as  Don  John;  Vig- 

nette by  Mortimer  and  Walker. 

56.  Medea  ; Mrs.  Yates  as  Medea. 

57.  Grecian  Daughter;  Mr.  J.  Aikin  as  Phocion. 
5 8.  Roman  Father  ; Mr.  Henderfon  as  Horatius. 
59.  Brothers  ; Mr.  Garrick  as  Demetrius. 

to.  Ifabella,  or  the  Fatal  Marriage;  Mr.  Hender- 
fon as  Count  Biron  ; Vignette  by  Mor- 
timer and  Hall. 
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